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to Eug&iie, he gave the following directions to his
son : " Let him never forget the motto of the
head of our family, ( Everything for the French
people.* Let him fix in his mind the writings of
the prisoner of St. Helena ; let him study the
Emperor's deeds and correspondence; finally,
let him remember, when circumstances so permit,
that the cause of the people is the cause of France.
Power is a heavy burden, because one cannot
always do all the good one could wish, and because
your contemporaries seldom render you justice ;
so that, in order to fulfil one's mission, one must
have faith in, and consciousness of, one's duty.
It is necessary to consider that from Heaven on
high those whom you have loved regard and
protect you ; it is the soul of my illustrious uncle
that has always inspired and sustained me. The
like will apply to my son, for he will always be
worthy of his name.5* That son was to fall, six
years later, fighting in Zululand for the country
of his exile.

To Eugenie, who was destined to outlive her
husband by almost half a century, the tragic end
of this promising young prince meant not only
the loss of a son but also the death of all hope of a
return to power. It was the cruellest of all the
blows which Fate had dealt her. With stoic
resignation she consecrated the remainder of her
days to his memory. In 1880 she journeyed to